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Press Release 

 

Italian innovation inspired by nature wins Expo Live 

grant 
 

• Expo supports biomimicry experts working on access to water 

• Solar water distillers will help communities and tackle land degradation  

• Expo Live grant will enable more testing of 'man-made mangroves' 
 
Brescia-based Planet s.a.s is to apply new techniques of biomimicry – copying nature with the aid of modern technology – to 
provide communities with fresh water for drinking and regenerating land thanks to an Expo Live grant from organisers of the next 
World Expo, taking place in Dubai in 2020. 
 
Planet s.a.s, a group of Italian innovators, aims to develop an affordable solar distiller, to desalinate sea water through distillation. 
The group has studied the way that mangrove trees create conditions conducive to generate an entire mangrove ecosystems and 
other natural principles to improve a simple desalination technology like a solar distiller.  
 
The Italian innovators hope to help small and poor communities in developing countries where access to water and the cost of 
the energy required to ensure that water is clean are major problems.  
 
Expo 2020 Dubai’s Expo Live programme has an allocation of USD 100 million, to back projects that offer creative solutions to 
pressing challenges that impact people’s lives, or help preserve the world – or both. Organisers are looking for such projects 
that would not reach their full potential without its support. 
 
Expo Live is not disclosing the amount for each project it is supporting but has said it would grant up to USD 100,000 per initiative 
for its Innovation Impact Grant Programme. 
 
Alessandro Bianciardi, co-founder of Planet s.a.s, said: “Natural ecosystems are the only true example of sustainability. We are 
inspired by nature, and our approach to innovation - using biomimicry to copy what occurs naturally in the world around us - is 
built on that inspiration. 
 
“This grant from Expo Live will help us improve the technology that we already developed and allow us to test it in the field. 
 
“Expo 2020 Dubai is the perfect way to promote innovation and sustainability. For us it’s the right place to be to promote the 
technology that we have developed.” 
 
World Expos, which trace their origins back to the 1851 Great Exhibition in London, have always celebrated the latest in innovation 
and technology.  
 
The Expo Live programme was launched in January 2017, following a pilot phase last year. It aims to stimulate innovation that 
has a social benefit, by supporting winning projects with funding, business guidance and promotion. Successful applicants will 
also have the chance to showcase their work to many millions of visitors to Expo 2020 Dubai. 
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Expo organisers received 575 responses to their initial call for proposals. This was whittled down to just 29 winners. 
 
Expo Live Vice-President, Yousuf Caires, said: “Planet’s nature-inspired approach to innovation - copying the world around us to 
create man made-mangroves capable of desalinating water more cheaply and sustainably than we can today, is an exciting 
concept and we're excited to see it develop. 
 
"These are real change-makers addressing our world’s most pressing challenges; they are visionaries who are determined to see 
their projects bring meaningful change to those that need it. We are fortunate to have them on our programme and look forward 
to walking by their side on their path to success. 
 
"Their work speaks for itself and deserves the financial support from our programme, but it is their character, their drive and 
their reasons for choosing this path – the path of a change-maker – that earns them a place in our Expo Live family and the 
opportunity to inspire millions at Expo 2020 Dubai." 
 
Expo Live’s flagship Innovation Impact Grant programme is open for submission twice a year. The programme supports projects 
from around the world whose solutions generate social and environmental value and are in line with Expo 2020 Dubai’s 
subthemes of Opportunity, Mobility and Sustainability. Interested applicants can find out more on: 
www.expo2020dubai.ae/expo-live  
 
To find out more about the winning project visit: http://planet.wemimic.it  
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